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 RECONCILER. 


OR, A 


SERMON 


Preacked before a : 


COMMUNION 


BY 


Iloun Aris, M'.of Arts of Mag- 


dalen Colledge in Oxford, now ReQor 
of Midcleydes in the County of Backs. 


To which is added a Charm for a flanderous tongue, 
briefly written in a Letter to an obſtinate 
Offender that way. 


I AM, 346. The Tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity, ſo is the Tongue a+ 
mong ft our members, that it de files the whole body, and ſets on fire the 
courſe of nature, and it is ſet on fire of bell, Wrath kills the foole, and 
envy [layes the folly one. 

MAT,5.9. Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the chil- 
dren of God; 

PRO V. 24-2425. Hethat ſayes to the wicked thou art righteous , Na- 
tions (ball abber bim ; but to bim that rebukes him ſhall be delight , aud 
« good bl: ſing ſball be upon bim, 

>. HEB.12.14. Follow peace with all men, and bolineſſe, without which 
none (hall ſee God. 
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T be Preface to the Reader. 


=, Ourtecous Reader, I have here 
8! brought to light (what | never 
{/ meant ſhould ſee the Sun) a plain 
Piece framed for vulgar cars, 
which brook no deſcant ; I was 
= loath to licke it into any other 
ſhape then that in which it firſt appeared, (Truth 
needs no varniſh, whoſe native nak e becomes 
her well enough,) _ 
Onely give me leave to make ſome Apologic 
for my ſelte, that I trouble the preſſe in this ferib- 
ling Age, wherein it wants no imployment, though 
much good worke. | have been _ (20 won- 
der in theſe times, wherein few of the coar are. free,) 
and reaching for remedy , have onely been recom- 
penced with further wrongs, as great —_— or ma- | 
lice could lay upon me: When my: adverſary faw i 
F heeded not my goods, but fate downe quietly with 
much loſe, he flew upon my Name and Office. 
Whether he fell upon the one for the others ſake,or 
whether he malignes both, 1 know not, my office I 
muſt confefle, hath made me the more buſie with 
him, and ſo hagh made him the more bold with me, 
who might bave paſſed for an inoffenfive man, had 
I been of any other robe. 
Hisguilt at laſt made bim fly my teaching astoo 
A 2 ſharp 
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ſharp (it ſeems) for dainty ſinz the Word with. 
out znly knowledge found him out, and whip't him 
(as he ſaies) 100 muchz yct I never named the man, 
nor any other in the Pulpit in my life. It may be 
I whip'c his ſins;what made rhoſe buyers and ſellers 
in his ſoule, which ſhould be the Temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt > Shall the Houſe of Prayer be made 
an Houſe of Merchandize, or a Den of Thieves, 
and muſt not I uſe ſach a ſcourge as God hath pur 
into my hand toclearethe roome, to drive them 


Alas, if God wou'd be pleaſed but toopen this 
mans eyes, ſo that he might be able ro diſtinguiſh 
between himſelfe and his fione, he would ſoon per- 
ceive I rook his part againſt his fierceſt foes, ven- 
tured to loſe his favour, that I might be a meanes 
rowinne his ſoule 3 (ſuch a gnar as this may eaſily 
be ſwallowed without much ſtraining:) If he were 
not gvi]ty, he was never whip't, it he were, his 
puniſhment was juſt, and a wiſe child would have 
made little noiſe, but mended his fault, wiped his 
eyes, Praiſed God for ſo diſcreet and faire a warn- 
ing; For the truth is, there is nv place more re- 
ſpeQive toward particulars, and ſo more proper 
for modeſt reproofethen the Pulpits are, though 
nothing muſt be kept back,yet all may bereproved, 
and none need bluſh for it 3 in full Congregations 

there are ſo many puilty of the ſame fin, that none 
can point, or ſay to any individuall, thou art in- 
deed the man, unlefle any (as the godly will) ſay ſo 
in private to himſelfe 

But for ſome ſuppoſed jerks (given not by me 
ſo much as by his owne guilty conſcience) my ad- 


verlary 
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verſary (as he ſayes) ſhunn'd the Congregition 
where I teach 3 yetcit ſeems) thought his ownere- 
cuſancy was not ſufficient for my diſgrace, but cen- 
ſures my Preaching at a venture upon all occaſi- 
ons, that he might draw others with him into tl e 
ſame contempt of it. Yet thePariſh being for the 
moſt part (unleſle it be ſome few of his o.vne P/an- 
ting) quiet, harmlcſle men, he hath been folloved 
with a traine no More great then good ; though he 
that will quarrel with his Miniſter( right or wrong) 
can never want ſome (inthis yron age)as they be to 
fecond him, OR. 
When this plot would take no further (to give 
my Miniſtry a more killing wound ) he fals upon 
my life. If he cannot deſtroy my name by my Mi- 
niftry, he will attempt to deſtroy my Miniſtry by 
my nanie 3 for want of truth he was bold to belye 
me ; be reports (and would have men believe him) 
that I wrir Letters, or a Letter to his Maſter (for 
he is a Bayliffe) to put him out of his place: An 
haynous crime, as he makes it, if he be juſt, and 
that report true 3 But know gooJ Reader, this {lan- 
der of his made me write thar letter to him, which 
thou ſhalt find atthe end of this Sermon; which 
I writ not onely to cleare my felfe, but tocon- 
vince him of the fin, that he might repent. Bur a- 
Jas, we can but plant, or water, 'tis God alone 
that gives the increaſe , his time 15 not yet 
come, : 
Spiders gather poyſon where honey miglt be 
found, ifthe Bee had had the ſearching of the 


flower; what I intended ſhould cure. his diſeaſe, 
increaſed 
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increaſed it; he flies upon my Letter with as much 
fury as before upon my ſelfe, but bebind my Let- 
ters back too, repeats 1t ( as the *Devill alledges 
Scripture) onely by ſcraps tv his companions, 
and will not ſuffer it to ſpeak for it ſelfe, for feare 
indeed it ſhould convince them. And yet he hath 
the face, atleaſt che cunning totalke of printing 
of it to my diſgracez nay more, ſaid to a ſpeciall 
friend of mine, that he would give twenty ſhil- 
lings toward the @harge of the Preſſe, which is one 
maine reaſon of the publication of it. 

It may be thouwilt ſay, 'tis fharp: Tis true, 
- but thou knoweſt ſharp medicines are moſt fit to 
Cure 01d diſeaſes, upon which Lenitives could doe 
no good. I have heretefore talked, admoniſhed in 
Private, before ſome company, writ often, prayed, 
yetthis deafe Adder would not be charmed : I am 
now come to the laſt remedy, [ Tell the Church] it 
may be their Prayers that read, may be more pre. 
valent then all my paines : Convert him, O Lord, 
and he ſhall be converted, turn him unto thee , and he 
ſhall be turned. 

One grand exception againſt me for that Letter, 
was,that it was delivered bim in the Church, when 
he was upon his knees powring forth his ſoule to 
God 3 What place more fit for a Letter of this 
ſubjeR ? Yet this was not my fore-ſight, but Gods 
providence , who would none of - his ſacrifice, 
though brought to the Altar, till his offended bro» 
ther had warned him of his duty, which he ſhould 
have thought of himſelf, (.z.) of being reconciled 
firſt, I had indeed kept the Letter by me ſome 


weeks, 
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weeks, and not having feen him at Church in ſony 


moneths before, ſent it on Saturday night to a near- 


friend ot his, to give (not tohim, but) to ſome*of 
his people ; Now could I divine that he which had 
been ſo long abſent, would be there that day him- 
ſelfe? No; but who ſees not, that this man ſeekes 
for a knot ina ruſh ? If the Letter were good it 
ſelfe, tis not the worſe for the place it was delive- 
red.inz it navght, I know it is not that Church 
can mend it; let the Reader judge &f it. however, it 
was then ſealed,and he put it in his pocket,where a 
awiſe man would have kept it cloſe to this day, 
ſince it proved ſo good that he nor all his friends 
know how to frame a good anſwer to it, his repen- 
tance would be the beſt, 'tis not I, but he that firſt 
made a publike buſinefle of itz I come now abroad 
only to ſee the poere reviled Letter may have fair 
play, which defires no more, but that it may ſped 
for it ſelfe. 

Otrher ſlanders he hath broached ſince, as full of 
malice, as void of honeſty or wit, but I leave 
them to his ſelfe-condemned Conſcience : 
Had this poore Sermon eſcaped his cenſure ,* it 
had ſcaped the Preſſe. 

It was preached at a Communion to give the 
guilty of injury occaſion to ſeeke to be reconci- 
led, which I rooke to be the drift of this Text, 


Mat.5.23,24« [If then bring thy gift to the Altar, 
* 


C, 
This man (though he heard it not, but at the ſe- 


cond hand) affirms boldly that ] miftook the —_ 
and. 
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and that the contrary to what I ſaid, hee ſayes 

he will make appeare to be the truth 3 I thinke hee 

meancs that the innecers party ſhould not offer hs 
ift till he went his way to be reconciled, 

A contradicting Prophet me thinkes, no leſſe 
ignorant then bold, that runs before God ſends 
him yet a fic companion for many proud Drea- 
mers of theſetimes, who like YzJaqthink the Ark, 
the truth, muft needs faile or fall except they lay 
their unhallowed hands or lips upon it. 

But this uncircumciſed Philiſtice, this Goltath 
defics not me alone, but (before he is aware) the 
whole hoft of Iſrael; for the ſenſe of this Text, I 
meane, the preſent Aſſembly of Divines , toge- 
ther with Calvin, Beza, Perkins, Os, as godly and 
learned men, aseverthe reformed Churches bred ; 
Nay, me-thinks, he defies God himſelfe, whoſe 
wayes are more equall then to ſuffer the malicious 
to barre the innocent from the benefit-of his Sa- 
craments or Word, unlcfle he firſt waite upon 
them that have done the wrong, no it is enough for 
him to forgive ir. ; 

I have ſpoken more of my ſelfe in this Sermon, 
I thinke, then in all the Sermons that ever I prea- 
ched inmMy life before ; Pray thee pardon that fol- 
ly, though I can make S.Pauls Apology for it , 
this man, and they whom he hath miſpoſſeſſed, have 
forced me roit, [am become a fool (layes Pawl ) in 
glerying, but ye have compelled me , for Tought to have 
been commended of you, Paul wiped out other flan- 
ders with an Oath, ( nor covetom, God & witneſſe) 


why 
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why not I theſe with my Pen ? 

Miniſters ſuffer not alone, the Gofpell in 
ſome ſort , ſuffers with them : If wee cleare 
not our ſelves when we can, wee injure G O D 
with us. 


Alas, what though I am reproacked , reviled, 
oppreſſed? I know it is ſuch weather of the 
world, as mult wezre mce out, I kiow what 1 
here publiſh among the ignorant, and obſtinate, 
if God over-rule not, is more like to raiſe a new 
ſtorme, then prove any ſhelter to mg, I heede 
not my ſelfe , why ſhould I ſpeed any better then 
my Maſter , or my Brethren ? But I am loath the 
Truth ſhould ſuffer, eicher by my doings , or neg- 
le& , which with this mans preſumprion , toge- 
ther with the importunity of a moſt indeared 
Friend , made mee admit ( as much beyond 
my intent, as againſt my diſpoſition ) thar 
this Filiw hore , this weake Childe of mine, 
which lay but a few dayes in the Wombe, and 
was borne ( as I thought ) to breath but an 
houre , ſhould come forth to a longer life, 
then I dreamed of in the begetting of 
it, 

If my adverſary that provoked it , ſtand more 
upon his credit ſtill then upon his ſalvation , 
(which God forbid,) and pay, as he hath promi- 
ſed, twenty ſhillings roward the Midwifery of this 
Brat, I doubt the Reader will judge he hath a very 
hard bargaine of it ; but I hope it will worke the 

B right 
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right way upon him, thee , 2nd my felfe , which 
that it may, ſhall be the prayers of 


From my Study in 4f:4- 
cleyden inthe County of 
Bucks, Mar.1lo. 1650. 


Thy Friend in Chriſt, 


lobn eArs. 


T1 he Reconcller. 


MAT. 5. 23, 24- 


Therefore if thou bringeſ} thy gift to the Al- 
tar, and there remembreſ} that thy Brother 
bath ought ag inſt thee , 

Learve there thy gift before the Altar, firſt bs 
reconciled to thy Brother, then come, and 


offer thy gift. 


"> QC, Ur Saviour in this Chapter _ the 
alt 


ſixt Commandement (thow ſhalt nos kill ) 
£3) $7 ſhewes the captious Scribes, and Phari- 
WS ſees, that the extent of that Law was lar- 


<LI ger then they yet underſtood. 3.e. That not 
onely he that atually killed a man was a murderer ; but 
hee allo that was but angry with his brother without a 
cauſe, cr did but ſay thou _ was in danger of on 

2 re, 


s 
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fire. Whereupon hee exhorts not onely aAuall murde- 
rers, to waſh their hangs 1n innocency, to cleanſe them- 
{elves trom bloud-guiltinefle, before they compaſie the 
Altar of the Lord : but thoſe alſo that had offered any, the 
* leaſt injury in thonghts or words; who (though they 
waſhed their hands) might murder through hatred, and 
evill language, murder with their mindes, or tongues, So 
that he ſaics even to theſe as I have read; 
T herefore if thou bring thy gift, &c. 

In which words Chriſt exprefles bimſelf by alluſion to 
the Law, under which men worſhipped God by Sacrifi- 
ces, on Altars, as we do now by Sacraments, and Payer. 
And here] tzke his tenſe, and meaning (by way of fimili- 
tude) to be this. 

PO un AS then murderers, or thoſe perſons that had been any 
upon this Way injurjousto their brethren, were not fit to offer Sa- 
place, S'gifi- crifice under the Law : fo ſuch malefators were not fit 
= qr. tn for any worſhip, or [ervice of God under the Goſpel now; 
ws; :/14 > yet this they were not toleave undone, but to fit them- 
proximu, ac. ſelves for the worke, that it might be well done, as well 
ceſſum nob:s ad as done z that like Abe/ and his offering, they and (their 
Deum non pait- {5crifice) they and their ſervice, might be accepted of the 
re, Lord : for this purpoſe faies Chrilt here , fir## be reconci- 
led, then come, c. 

Now if any make any doubt (as me thinks they ſhould 
not ina thing ſo plaine) who our Saviour ſpeakes to, e1- 
ther the offender, or the offended, when he aies, if :h0# 
remembreſt that thy Brother hath ought againit thee : ] 
ſay he ſpeaks to him that hath done the wrong ; For to 
have ought againſt one, ſignifies to have ſome fault to lay 
juitly to his charge. You know hee that is to forgive js 
the innocent party ; andtis hee in the Scripture phraſe 

Negat Chriſtz« that 1s ſaid to have ought againſt his brother, and not his 
my =_ wm _ brother againſt him. As you may ſee, Mark 11. 25, 
_— (When yee ftand praying, forgive if yee have onght again? 
qui fratri of. J Our vrother hath ſomething againſt us when wee 
jrnſo non ati. have wronged him in word or deed, fajes Mr. Perkins up. 
feeerit, Beza, on this place, hath ought againſb thee, (i.0.) lay the A\- 
lembly 
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ſembly of Divines, ca» accuſe thee of, or charge thee with 
any wrong done to him, in Mat.5-23. 

The ſenſe thus cleared, we ſhall note from theſe words 
(according to our occaſion at this time) thele things, 
which I purpoſe (hall bound my inſuing diſcourſe. 

1. That God accepts of no ſervice, or worſhip from 
them that are notorious for any fin, eſpecially from men- 
haters, from ſuch as do not love their brethren, 

2, That they which have wronged their brethren, gi- 
ven them offence, ought to ſeeke togive them ſatisfaRi- 
on ; go, and confelle their fault, and repent that they may 
be forgiven, and {o reconciled. 

3. That this duty of ſeeking reconciliation ought not 
to be delayed. Leave thy gift indeed, yet not altogether, 
but with as much ſpeed as may bee, come againe, come 
and offer thy gift. Of thelſc in order ; of the tormoſt firſt, 
which is this, | 

Dottr. 1. God accepts of no ſervice, or worſhip from 
them that ase notorious for any ſinne ; eſpecially from 
men- haters, from ſuch as doe not love their brethren. 

For proofe of this, read Eſa. 1. You ſhall finde God 
complaines there of Iiraels finne : they were his children 
indeed, but they had rebelled againſt him. (7 have now- 
riſhed and brought ap children, and they have rebelled a- 

ainſt me, Eſa.1.2.) Whilcſt this was their condition, do 
= ice what accouat God made of their {ervice, of their 
moſt holy workes, he forbids them : Hee delighted in no 
out ward worthip, more than ſacrifice, &c. But not from 
them ; no (ſaies God to theſe Rebels) bring me no wore 
wvaine «b/ations, incenſe u abomination unto me , they new 
Moones and thy Sabbaths, thy calimg of Aſſemblics I can- 
not away with, tis iniquity,even thy ſ.lemne Meeting, [ſa. 
1. 13- Such mens very prayers areſin, and God regeris 
thein not 3 as you may ſee, [ſr 1.15, When ye ſpread 
forth your bands I will hide mine eies from you, yea when 
yee make many prayers, 1 will no heare : Why? 
( becaule they wanted mercy, ) Your hands are full of 
blood, faces the Text, [ſarah 1.15, Therefore (that they 
B 3 might 


Pral.50 19,20. 


Mat, 7.6, 
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micht not loſe their labour) the Prophet adviſes them to 
waih, and decleane , before they offer to change a word 
with God : butthen indeed, and not till then {ayes hee, 
Come n:w , and let us reaſon together, though your ſinnes, 
were as ſcarltt, they ſhall be as white as ſnow, &'c, See Eſay 
1-13 14,15, T5,17,18. What have {wine todo with 
pearlecs, or dogs with holy things ? What haſt thou to doe 
( laics Davidto the wicked) What haſt thow to ds to de- 
clare-my Statutes, or that thos ſhonld:ft take my Covenant 
into thy month ? ſince tho hateft inſtruttion, and caſts my 
words behind thee, Pſal, 50.16, 17. And the Prophet 
Jeremy, y et more roundly ; ll ye fteale, marder, commit 
adrliery, and ſweare falſely, and burnue incenſe unto Baal, 
aud walke after other Gods whom you know not ? Wilt thou 
give thy mouth to evill, and thy tongue to frame deceit, ſet 
and ſpeak againFF thy brother, and ſlander thine owne mo- 
thers ſon? (as Dav'd ipeakes. ) And come and //and be- 
fore me im this houſe, which us called by my Name, and ſay, 
we are delivered to do all theſe abominations ? 1s this houſe 
which is called by my name become a den of robbers? As 
who ſhould ſay, 1 like no ſuch gueſts, Jer.7.9,10,11, 

You know Chrilt himſelte forbids that holy things 
ſhould be given to ſuch kind of men as thefe ; which hee 
compares to Dogges, and Swine, the moſt uncleane of 
beaſtes : for the one is no ſooner waſhed, but it wallowes 
inthe myre; the other vomits indeed, cleanſes his ſto- 
macke, but turnes to his vomit ; by and by licks up that 
filth againe ; other conditions they have alſo as vilde as 
theſe ; the Swine will trample any thing (how precious 
ſoever) inthe dirt ; the churliſh Cur will ſnarle, and not 
onely flie upon the laborious Ox, but ſometimes in his face 
that fecds him. 

Such is the nature of finnefull man, he will not onely a« 
buſe holy things, but dilgrace and revile thoſe which mis 
niſter them unto him ; nay, hee will ſcarce ſpare-God 
himſelfe, Whence that advice of our Saviour, Give nor 
that which t holy unto tle dogs, neither caſt yee your pearls 
before Swine, left they trample thems mnder their feer, and 

| tnrn 
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turns Againe and r-nt you, In which words Chriſt gives 
his realoas, why God likes not the admitting of the wick- 
ed to hisordinances, (5.e.) Becauſe (like Swine ) they 
undervalue them, trample them under foot, light then, 
make no other uſc of them, but (that molt abuſive) a cloak 
tor (in. 

Which ofus (Brethren) caa brook to beſtow his gifts 
where he is {ure they ſhall be abuſed 7 not any that is wiſe, 
Therefore blame not God though he be rather angry then 
pleaſed, wacn ſuch rude men thruſt in to pray, to heare 
his Word, to receive his Sacraments; nay blame him not, 
though rather then heale their ſoules, hee punith their car- 
kaſſes for this preſumption. as hee did thole-in times paſt, 

.2 Cor.11.30. (For this cauſe many are weakly, and fickely a- 
mong you, and many ſleege, (i.e.) are dead, why ? becauſe 
they cate and dranke the Lords Supper unworthily. For 
this cauſe ſome were ficke, /ome killed, nay ſome damned; 
for they eat and drank juJgement, or damnation to them- 
ſelves, 1 Cor.11.29,30. 

The Sacrifice is of more worth than the Altar, and the 
gold, (Gods Word) the treaſure is better than the Tegple 
wherein tis taught, or layed up. If God wither /er9bo- 
am: arme, that was but (tretcht out againſt the Altar ; 
what ſhall become of tum which abuſes the Sacrifice that 
isnuponit ? God may juſtly wicher his ſoule, calt it in:o 
hell. If Chriſt could not avide to ſee the Temple abuled, 
bat whipt the buyers and lellers out, becauſe they made 
that holy place, Chis fathers hou'e ) an houſe of Merchan- 
dize, a den of thieves (ashe did ) Aar.2 1.1213.) How 
ſhall they bee paniſhed, that in that houſe, abuſe prayer, 
preaching, Sactaments, nay God himſelfe? Why tuch 
delerveto be whipt with Scorpions 1altead of rods, (as 
the Scripture ſpeakes.) .. 

This 1s one reaſon why God accepts not of worſhip, or 
ſervice from wicked men ; becaute indeed they doe not lo 
much ſerve bim as themſelves in the avule of his holy 
things. 

Secondly, becauſe theſe men like Dogges and btn, 

wi 
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Mat.q.6. mWiliurre agate andrent you, ((aies Chriſt to his Diſci- 
ples.) That 1s, teare their names to pieces, nay teare their 
very fieth, not ſtick totake away ther lives, that mini- 
{ter about thele holy things. Fell not Pas! among ſuch | 
Dogs, and Swine, when he fought with beaſts at Fpheſe, | 
2 Cor.11-?4» afterthe manner of men - When hee was thrice beaten 4 
ps with rods, and fivetimes ofthe Jewes received fourty 
liripes fave one {When ſtoned till he was iuppoled to bee 
dead, at Lyſtra by the people whom he came toteach, 
Aft.14.19. God will not accept of ſuch mens ſervice, 
becau'e they love him not, nay deſpiie, or hate him, Let 
not mendeceive themfelves, ſuch as their affeRtions are 
towa:ds Gods Meflengers,the ſame they are towards God 
kim'clf; 1o ſaies Chrilt, He that deſpiſes you, deſpiſes me, 
and he that deſpiſes me, deſÞ1ſes hins that ſent me. Andthe 
x Thel.4.8. Apoſtle, Hee alſo that defpiſes, defpiſes not man, but God, 
who hath alſo given unio ws his holy Spirit. And what 
cares God for the diſſembling ſervice of ſuch hypocrites ? 
which is not ſo much his ſervice as theirſinne, and ſo ra- 
ther to be puniſhed than praiſed, or accepted of him. As 
Saint Pax! ſpeakes of them that abuſed Gods ordinances, 
1Cor.11.22, One ts hungry, and another is drunken; what 
have ye not houſcs to eate and 10 drink.in? or deſpiſe yee the 
Chmrcher of God, ard ſhame them that have not ? what 
ſhall I ſay te you? ſhall! praiſe you in thu? I praiſe you 
not. 

Kſe. Friends,does not God accept of Caines Sacrifice, 
of the worſhip orſervice that is done him by notorious 
wicked men? you ſee beedoes noty and I have ſhewed 
you why, they dehle his Ordinances, they ſerve not him 
ſo much as themſelves: ſerve him not for love to him, or 
tothe workes of gollineſſe, but onely for their owne cre» 
dit, their owne ends. 

Why then, why doe all you that are ſwearers, lyars, 
drunkards, oppreſſors, evill ſpeakers, revergefull, malici- 
ous, profane perſons, (as Eſas) take any paines where 
you have fo little thanke for your labour ? Who required 
theſe things at your hands? Why loſe yee ſo much time 

= | = _ > _ 
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from more pleaſing fins, as to come and finne with tor- 


ment in the Church : (where you (it upon thornes, where 
the Word gauldes you, where you pray with weariſora- 
nele, heare with vexation (being impatient of reproofe) 
why doe yee trouble your ſelves to doe God unwilling ſer- 
vice ? (which he counts no ſervice, and ſo no benetit to 
you) when you might ſerve the devill abroad more freely, 
with more eaſe, with more delight. 

Obje. Why (tay ſome) becauſe we are wicked, would 
you not have us heare, pray, or receive the Sacraments at 
all ? not (o neither. 

Solw. But 1 would have youdoe theſe things, that they 
might de your vertues, rather than your fiancs yz that you 
might be the better for them, not the worte. I would not 
have you receive as Z«das (into w hom the devill entred 
with thelop;) 1 would not have you receive onely for 
coinpany fake, for worldly credit; nor pray ( as the 
Scribes and Phariſees) only that you might be thought ho- 
ly, onely that you might bee {een or heard of men, Nor 
hear the Word only out of formality, with reſolutions 
(lay God what he will ) to doe what you liſt. Like thoſe 
to whom the Prophet Jeremy preached intimes paſt ; 
who ſaid to him, as ſome now tous; As for the word 
which thou haſt ſpoken to w, in the name of the Lord, wee 
will not hearken untothee, but wee will certainely doe what» 
ſoever gees forth of our own month, Jer.44.16,17. 

The truth is, orethren wee love company in theſe hea- 
yenly exerciles well enough ; nay, we delight ih nothing 
more then to ſee Gods houſe full ; to partake of bis Ordi- 
nances, and thinke it zealouſly done of ary, to incite one 
another, /as David did the people) ſlaying, Come' let us 
go up unto the houſe of the Lord, provided they come all 
with purpoſes, and reſolutions to grow, and be confirmed 
inWice, which are the proper ends of theſe holy workes, 
So that in bidding the wiliully wicked to ſtand backe, wee 
doe no more then what Pas! ſaidto the vicious {Corinths; 
Now in this that 1 declare unto you, I praiſe you not, that 

Jee come together nor for the better but the worſe. And a- 
C gaine, 


1a it- 


1 Cor, 17. 
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gaine, If any man hwnger, let lim eate at home Hee 
would not have them come tothe Lords Table as to car- 
nall feaſts ; no, that was damnable, (That je come not 19+ 
gether unto condemnation, 1 Cor. 11.54.) Solay we, bide 
not away, come, but come prepared ; that you may bee 
welcome to the Malter of the Fealt himſelfe : Leſt 
when he comes to view his gueſts he put you forth with 
diſgrace, becauſe you thruſt 1n not having on a wedding 
garment. 

For this purpoſe, to fit them for this work, Chriſt ſends 
the injurious to be firſt reconciled ; and then come {not 
betore) then come and offer thy gift - whence the next 
point, which is this: 

That they that have wronged their Brethren, given 
them offence, ought to leek to givethem ſatisfaRtion z go, 
and confeſle their faults,repent that they may be torgiven, 
and their gift accepted: x 

There needs no reconciliation where there hath beene 
no wrong ; no breach of love : which 1 confeſſe ought not 
to be among good Chriltians,among the Saints. 

But though we be Chriſtians, though Saints, 'yet wee 
are but men; yea, men that haveour infirmities whileſt 
we are bclow, and there will ſometimes be jars amongſt 
us, as long as that make-bate the devill rules in the aire. 
Paul and Barnabas could not alwaics agree. 

There are in ſome (trong paſſions, where judgement is 
but weake : ſuch men (thoughthey have conſcience) may 
yet eaſily give offence before they are aware, or take ot- 
fence ſometimes before tis given them. 

Indee4 the devill takes advantage of our humane frail- 
ties, and many times caſts a bone of opinion, profit, cre- 
dit, or diſcontent between the Saints which they may 
fnarle about, and ſtrive (with too much violence) to pull 
out of one anothers hands, or teeth , untill the contention 
growes high. Pax/ and Barnabas had fo ſharpe a debate 
concerning John Mark, that they departed aſunder 
one from another, AR. 15.39, Now when two are thus 
falne out, therc-is commonly a fault in one, ſometimes in 
| both : 
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both : for tis with contenders, as with buyers and ſellers ; 
tis hard for either of them to be without ſinne. There» 
fore upon all diſcontents, the contenders ought to fit 
downe and examine themlclves, whether they have done 
wrong,or ſuffered it. 

He rhat bath ſuffer2d wrong tnult be very ready to for- 
give indeed ; dutthe wrong doer, mult 5e as readv to1e» 
pent ; ſo fates our Saviour Chriſt himlc!t. 

T ake heed wnto your ſelves , if jour bro! her treſpaſſe a- 
gainft you, rebuke him; 'marke it, rebuke him) rebuke 
then you ſee may ſtand with love ; and if he repent fore 
give him ; (mark it again) it he repent. 

Wee cannot pardon him truly whom God will aot for- 
give; (which isthe obſtinate and impenitent,) We have 
power indeed to binde and looſe : but onely according to 
Gods rule, who forgives none but the truly penitent z: yet 
thoſe as often as they offend, ſo muſt wee - for (faics 


Luke 7 334, 


Chrilt) /f thy brother treſprſſe againſt thee ſeven times in 4 Luker7.4, 


day, and ſeven times in a day twrne again uni o thee, /aying, 
T repent ; thou (halt forgive h1m. And this duty is very ealily 
performed by the beſt ; and indeed,by the molt couragious 
2nd gallant men. 


Nam faciles mot us mens genevoſa capit. 


They are the weake, and molt cowardly things that are 
molt malicious,molt revengetull, moſt greedy after bloud, 


Cerpora magnanimo ſatis eſt proſtraſſe Leoni; 
Pugznm ſunum finem, cum jacet hoſt babet, 


If Naturaliſts ſay true , the Lyon fights no longer then 
his foe reſiſts; when his enemy is humbled he hath done. 
Tis not {o with weaker beaſts, who are apt upon advan - 
tage, to let fury run without reines, to ipoile and kill ; 
which obſervation doubtlefle made Solomon lay, give mee 
any malice (ſave that of the weaker ſex) (a ſhe- Beare 


robbed of her whelps is moſt terrible.) Geve we any ama- 
pines th C 2 lice, 


Gen.So. 21- 


Gen 50.1 5- 


Gen.5o 17* 
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lice, ſave the malice of a woman, It Tohn BaptifF touch 
Heredias tor her finne, nothing can ſatisfie her, but his 
head 3 or it Joſeph will not touch his wanton Miſtris in 
her ſinne, ſhe hunts for nothing lefſe then his precious 
life. But with good Chriſtians tis not (o, they are eaſily 
intreated, behave themſclves to an offender that (ubmits, 
as Job to his friends,or Joſeph to his brethren. 

They bad been envious agaialt him; and expreſſed it 
to the hazard of his life; put him into a pit where hee 
might bave periſhed ; at the beſt, they (old him into a 
ſtrange land, (not heeding the bringing of their Fathers 
gray head for this, with ſorrow to the grave.) Yet when 
they humbled themſelves Zoſeph wept. And Joſeph wept 
when they ſpake unto him, and ſaid, feare yee not, / will 
nouriſh you and your little ones, and be comforted them and 
ſpake kindly unto them, Thus ſhou'd fallen brethren be ta- 
ken up with compaſſion. 

Now as he that hath been wronged ſhould thus forgive; 
ſo thoſe that Bave done the injury, (hould ſeek the peace ; 
which /astis a doqtrine that I am by my office to pertwade 
to : lotis the ſecond point {you remember) drawne from 
this Text, (:.e.) 

Dettr. That the offender, hee that hath given the of- 
fence, ought to give ſatisfaQion,ought to ſeek to be recon- 
ciled. 

Jacob (yon know) when he was to die, adviſed not 9- 
ſeph (that was innocent) to goe to his brethren, but his 
brethren to him : His brethrens guilty con(ciences miſ- 
gave them, made them ſay among themſelves, peradver- 
thre he will hate uw, ang requite us all the ew:ll that we have 
done unto him. Thus they ſtood awhile at gaze, but at laſt, 
(remembring Jacobradvice) they ſent meflengers unto 
Joſeph, layinz, thy Father did command before hee ated, 
ſaying, ſo ſhall zee ſay wnto Joſeph, forgive I pray thee now 
the treſpaſſe of thy brethren, and their ſinne; for they did 
wnto thee evill : And now wee pray thee forgive the treſpaſſe 
of the ſervants of the God of thy Father, And here Joſeph 
forgave, and wept, wept, and forgave ; but they firſt ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledged their offence, You know Tobs friends abu- 
ſed him; as Elephaz, who cenſured him for a man merci- 
leſly covetoug ; ſaying, thow haſt raken the pledge from thy 


THe 4 


brother for naught, and fripped the naked of t heir cloath« Io> 22.6,7.8. 


ing : And ſo Bildad in another place ; yea the light of 
the wicked ſhall be put ont, and the ſparke of his fire ſhall not 
ſhine, Job $.5- Which madethbat good man complaine 
of his friends, ſaying, theſe ten times have yee reproached 
me, Job 19.3, Now when his friends bad thus cenſured 
and reproached him, did God enjoyne 7ob togo and (ub- 
mit to them, or that they ſhould go and make their peace 
with him ? you ſhall finde they were ſent to him. { /ob 
had had wrong enough before) God enjoyned him no- 
thing in point of reconciliation, but to forgive ; off-r Sa. 
crifice for them, and pray, as you may ſee, [ob 42, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 

Moſt men are very apt to abnſe their brethren : but no» 
thing goes more againſt ſtomack with any naturall man, 
than to acknowledge the offence. Tis wiſdome there- 
fore with Abraham» to prev-nt quarrels before they come 
to any height ; as he adviſed Lor - Let there [ pray thee 


be no ſtrife between thee and mee, neither between thine V<3-13-8, 


Herdſmen and mine, for we are Brethren, If ſuch petty 
quarrels among ſervants be dacked by their Maſters, the 
injuries may be great in time , and then the wrong do» 
er (though he be the greater man) mult at laſt cry peccavi, 
I have done evill; (if he meane to have any thing to doe 
with God.) Which A5raham wiſely prevents, by taking 
ſuch counſell as So/emon gives, Pro.17.14. The begin- 
ning of ſtrife 1s as when 0:4 letteth out water , therefore 
leave off contention before it be medled with. 

For if the breach bee once made, tis not onely hard to 
ſtop ; but the condition is deſperate whileſt tis running; 
there is no parle to be had with God, by him that hath 
done the injury, tillhe be in charity with man. 

He (indeed) that ſuffers may love his enemy, and ſo 
God too : But the very a@ of wrong doing, is nothing 
but want of love to ones brother, or the fruit of it ; which 
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pats him at a diſtance with his Maker : for he that loves 
not man whom he hathiſeen how ſhould hee love God 
whom he hath not ſeen ? therefore he that hath done the 
injury muit ſeekto bereconciled to his brother,as he looks 
for tavour tiom his God ; for his owne ſafety, for his 
own lake; Who ( let his parts other wite ee what they 
will) is not at all elteemed by God, whilelt this fault hangs 
npon him. That made Pax! iay, though T ſpeake wih 
the tongues of men, and Angels, and bave not charity, I arms 
but as a ſonund:ng braſſe, or tinkling Cymball , nay (taies 
he) :homgh I have the gift of prophefie, and undcrſtand all 
myſteries, and all knowledge ; ana though 1 have all faith, 
ſo that [ conuldremove mount aines, and have not charity, [ 
An nthing. Nay further yet, 

Though [ beſtow all my goods to feed the poor and though 
T eive my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profits 
me nothing, 

Friends, is reconciliation ſo neceſſary a duty for Chriſti- 
ans that have offended to performe, that God preferres it 
before Prayer, Sacraments, the hearing of his Word, any 
worſhip or ſervice of his owne ? Nay if men will not bee 
reconciled, counts he all theſe their belt ſervices to him, 
their ſinne, You ſee the Text is plaine to this purpoſe,and 
I have further proved it to you : The conſideration of 
which, me thinks ſhould make us all look well about us 
now : Weare here according to invitation met, and eve- 
ry guelt { I ſuppoſe) hath now brought his git to the Al- 
tar; Tmeane is ready to offer up the ſacrifice of prayer , 
praiſe and thankſgiving to God, for that great worke of 
our redemption, by the ſufferings of Chriſt ] eſus his well- 
beloved Sonne ; whoſe Paſſion (in a poſture of his owne 
appointment) is preſently to beſet before our cyes. * Are 
we fit forthis worke ? are we heartily reconciled ? Jarres 
you know there have been amongſt us, and loud ones too- 
but hath he that wronged his brother acknowledged 
his offence ? Hath hee faid as /acobs guilty Sonnes to /o- 
ſeph(that was innocent ?) Now we pray thee forgive the 
trefaſſe of the Servants of the God of thy Father ? the 

inne 
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finne is evident ; dut we neither ſee, nor heare of any 
{uch ſorrow for it. 

Why then, what make you here ? - what have the con- 
tentious to doe With the God of peace ? Can you looke tor 
mercy that will not be {o much as jult ? or hope that God 
will ſpare you, that ſtady nothing more then to ſpoile 
your brethren of Etheir chieteſt ornaments? & Halt thou 
' undone, as much as in thee lies robbed thy brother of 

hisna tie, withgut enriching of thy felfe : and art thou 
lo ovſtinate that thou wile not reſtore it? (which thou 
maielt doe without impairing thy eltate; ) that thou wile 
not {ay tothe innocent, as the people to Samyel, thou halt 
done usno wrong ? but goethrough with a villany ? hide 
one linne with another (as the hypocrites) an4-yet think 
(with thy formall preſence here, with a few hollow ſighs, 
and fained groanes, with foule hands, and wanton eyes. 
lift up to heaven) to pleaſe thy God.? No, Ab:zte procul 
hinc abite prophan!, get you gone yee hypocrites, to your 
proper places, to the ſhops of vanity ; for your ſervice 
here is nothing but your ſinne. ( Let hu prajer bee ſinne,) 
as David (peakes of the wicked man ; therefore go? firlt, ( 
be reconciled, and then come and offer thy gift, 

Now, here 1t may bee ſome may ſay to mee,thou hypo- 
crite, firſt caſt the beam out of thine own cic, &c. 

Brethren I donbt not but this may be (aid; for, what 
may not be {fazd to us ? hee that by his ofhice reproves 0- 
thers, or indeavours but to right himſelte, is commonly 
recompenced with further wrongs ; reprove 4 ſcorrer,aud 
he will hate thee. Tis vety like upon ſome differences, 
the envious may ſay, I have been a troubleſome, it 
may be a malicious man , tis true I would not ſuffer them 
to reſt fo quietly, as (it may bee) they could wilhin 
ſinne, 

But if toaccule , bee ſufficient to condemne, no man 
that ever lived could yet be innocent : not Jeb, not Chrilt 
himſelfe ; who was ſaid to be a wine-bibber, a friend of 
Publicans, and finners : as if be had countenanced ſome in 
finne 3 then which you know there was nothing more 

un» 
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antrue. Tis not ſo much what is ſayd, as who they bee 
that ſay it : If they bee wicked men, their tongues are 
the lefle, or rather no {lander ; for they doc but vent their 
owne malice, whileſt they talke of mine, or other 
MENS» , 

I aske no favour; Let my bittereſt enemy,or moſt know= 
ing, come forth, and prove, (or convince me of) one at 
of revenge or malice that I have committed againlt any 
man for the\ſpace of twenty yeers, (the time of my avoad 
here. )And 1 willnot only thank my accuſcr,but ſay to him 
that 1 bave this way oftended, before this whole Congre- 
gation, as /acobs guilty Sons laid to /oſeph: Forgive I pray 

, ther, the ſervant of the God of thy Fathers, |t any (ay 
| I have writ, and ſpake very ſharpe things, I deny it not ; 
but tis rather jn Gods quarrell then mine owne. I had 
not an eye ſo much upon mine owne lufferings, as their 
finne that I reproved : I have done but my duty in my 
calling ; I have no quarrell againſt any but his ſinne : 
what they call malice, 1 know to bee the greateſt acts of 
charity that can be done ; thele ſharpe medicines were 
tempered (not without ſome paines, )to cure envy,malice, 
flander, old diſeaſes, that are moſt delperate in a man, 
that I knew by experience, would retort any unſtceled 
ſhaft or arrow, not well headed, that I could let out of 
(Ruſſian) Bow upon him. For like that Leviathan, The 
ſword of him that layeth at him cannot hold the ſpeare, the 
"> dart, nor the habergeon ; be efteemeth Iron as ftraw, and 
braſſe as rotten wood, the arrow cannot make him flee, ſling- 
ſtones are turned wth him into ſtubble, he laughs or onely 
chafes at the ſhakzng of any ſpiritvall ſpeares againlt him ; 
no ſalve too ſharp for the inſenſible, thats deaded with (in: 
I hoped oncly torouſe, and foto be a meanes to ſave the 
ſoulc that laboured under it, which I rather take to bee a 
vertue in a Miniſter of the Goſpel,then a fin. 
For ſhall God give me a flocke to keep, and with it a 
_ charge, reprove, rebuke, &Fhort, (or as tis in the Law } 
' T how ſhalt not hate they brother, thow (halt m any wiſe re- 
buke bim, and not ſuffer ſin upon biy : and ſhall not I 
| ſharpen 
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28, 29* 
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(ſharpen my weapons, or tooles, at Gods forge, who am 
not onely to cut downe finne, but to encounter the devill 
with them ? Shall I fee Sathan (that thiefe) leading a 
ſheepe of mine into any bye corner of finne, and filently 
conlent with him ? not give the devill an alarum or of- 
front, nor give that poore ſheep an item, and ſo a reſcue; 
either with my ſtaffe, or my hook, my pen, or my tongue, 
which I am belt able to reach him with; and tell him 
(with all the circumſtances of terror that I can) that be is 
in his hands that meanes to murder, nay to damne him ? 
No, when I forbeare to write, or ſpeak in ſuch a caſe as 
this for fear of clamor ; then let my tongue cleave tothe 
roofe of my mouth, my right hand wither, and forget het 
cunningzand not be able to hold a pen. Muſt I not do the 
office which God enjoynes me, Conte ignorant malici- 
ous men miſconſtrue it ? becauſe they call that hatred, 
which wiſe and good men know to be the trueſt love. 

No, I cannot, 1 dare not abate anyman a tittle of what I 
have cither writ or ſpoke ; my meſſuages have been from 
God, (whoſe word1 ever made my ground and guide)and 
though they have been ſharp, the edge is of Gods owne 
ſetting, (whole language tis.) Idare not rebate it, till I 
ſee men abate their ſinne ; and then (as God adviſes) I 
ſhall have milder language for them : take up him that is 
fallen, with alas our brother ; bee of good cheere, thy faith 
hath made thee whole. And theſe men converted, ſhall im- 
brace where once they had more mind to ſtab : extoll and 
love no men morethan thoſe that have dealt moſt roundly 
with their fins, according to that ſaying of Solomon, Hee 
that reproves 4 man (hall finde more favour at the laſt, then 
he that flatter: with hu tongue. 

I praiſe God (for ought 1 can finde upon examination 
of my ſelfe) I have rather ſuffered wrong then done it j 
yet I have no other revenge for my perſecutors, but my 
prayers, Father forgive them , they know not what 
they doe. Alas, what need a man ſmite them that kill 
themſelves! vitam in vulnere pownne, theſe envious malict- 
ous men may wound their neighbours perſons, names, ec» 

D 2 ſtates z 


/ 00 ſ 26 The Reconciler., 


flates : but theſe ſinnes take vengeance on themſelves, 

P:0.14-13- gnaw out their owne hearts, rots the bones; wrath kzls 

lob 5.2. the fool, and envy ſlaies the ſilly one : Nay without repen- 
tance damnes him at the lalt ; ſuch men are rather to bee 
pittied then reviled Alas,alas, why will yee fin? why 
will ye provoke Gods wrath ? why will yee die, O houſe 
of Iiraell ? No, go be reco».crled,then come and offer thy gif+, 
(then come.) T here mult be no long delay;the performing 
of this duty of reconciliation mult be ſpeedy, which is the 
laſt point that is to be proved, or made good unto you out 
of this text, 

Eccl, 5.7. Tis the ſaying of Solomen, make no long tarrying to turn 
unto the Lord, and pat it not off from day to day, And for 
wrath in particular, tis the Apoltles advice, not to let the- 
Sun p9 down uponit; hee isa foolthat hath no anger in* 

Mentem non Þim,wile that rules it : a man may be angry, yet not linne; 

babet, qui iram for he may bee angry forſin, as Moſes ( that meekeſt of 

non babe, men)\when he broke the Tables of the Law - But this at 
the be being but a kinde of holy madneſſe, muſt be ſhort; 
be ang) b«t fin not, (laics the Apoltle) Let nor the Sun go 
down upon your wrath, neither give place to the devill ; tor 
the truth is,the devil takes advantage of no one thing more 
than of delaies in putting off of repentance for our fin. If 
the devill get but one nights lodging with us,he will make 

Twpiusejic- bisneſt on high, hee will fortifie, he will not exfily be caſt 

Fur quam non OUt ag2IN, 

admititur b-- Jndeed the longer one harbors any fin(beſides other ha» 

Jpes- zards)the deeper it rootes, and ſothe greater the paines to 
dig it up again : (in hath the nature of an hot iron, it ſeares 
the conicience as it lics, hardens the heart in time, which 
makes it ſtick much the faſter. Beſides, this there is (you 
know ) no time ours but the preſent ; he that ſajes he will 
be reconciled to morrow, may die this night, and (o before 
he is aware goe with his purpoſes unperformed to Hell. 

Heb, 3.13, Therefore (to make ſure work) today (ſaies the Apoſtle) 
if ye will hear his voice harden not your hearts. And Chrilt 
(a little below this Text,)agree with thine adverſary quicks 
ly, whileſt thow art in the way, leſt thine adverſary deliver 

thee 
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thee to the Fudgeand the Judge deliver thee to the Officer, 
and thou be caf imto priſon, and thou com? not ont till thou 
baſt paid the utmoſt farthing. 

Now if any be willing to be reconcilec,vreſently to a- 
void the danger, who yet are loath to (eek it publikely by 
reaſonof ſome ſhame ; let him know this is 5ut a ſcare- 
crow let up by the devill, to hold him jn, to continue him 
in his fin, mM 

Publike wrongs require publike fatisfaction : and what 
need any mars vertue be his ſhame? Tis a ſhamel muſt 
confels to be ſeen tolin; but tis ones honour, and his com- 
fort too, to be found acknowledging, and foriaking of it : 
for hee that confeſſes his ſinnes and forſakes then ſhall have 
mercy, but he that hides them ſhall not proſper, as the Wiſe- 
man ſpeaks. Are ye not aſhamed to do what the devill ei- 
ther drawes,or drives you to, (.c. ) todo wrong; and are 
you aſhamed to do what God commands ? Tis God that 
{aies here,go, firſt be reconciled; If you have deceived,op- 
preſſed,detamed, learn of Z achexs,reſtore not only goods, 
as he did, but names. And brethren(that you might be mo- 
ved the rather to obey) I beſecch you conſider what you 
are, or what you would be thought to be at lealt ? Intheſe 
dayes of holinefle,in theſe times of reformation, ſure none 
are willing to ſeem leſſe than Saints ; you would all be ta- 
ken for ſons and daughters of the molt high, to whom God 
hath given and forgiven much, made you members of his 
catholick Church, all ſheep of one paſture,of one fold. 

Take heed your works now diſcover you not,to be goats 
among the ſheep, to bee but hypocrites : does it beſe?me 
Gods children to diſobey their father which is in heaven ? 
to be contentious ? when the Apoſtle ſaies , the Churches 
of God have no ſuch cuſtome > does it become Lambes or 
ſheep of the Lords paſture to growl like dogs and ſwine,to 
be alwaies barking at, or biting one another, 

You would be thought to bee ſervants to him that ruleth 
oyer all,and is it that great maſters pleature,that you ſhould 
{mite your fellows? take any one by the throat , that 
would either pay all if he were able,or owes you m— ? 
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No, God took order tMat ſuch a mercileſſe ſervant froulT 
be bound hand and foot and caſt into utter darkneſſe. 

Therefore I beſeech you brethren, breake thoſe chaines 
of hell, (envy and malice, which the devill hath a long 
time held you in;) Break them now whileſt you have time, 
no time like the preſent for this worke, nay no tune yours 
but this, loſe it not, for want of taking it by the forelock, 

I remember in Plwtarch,that Achidammns (being choſen 
umpire between two at varience, to make them triends, 
drew them(lay ſome)into Mmerva's grove)but (laies be ) 
into the Temple of Drana, the meaning is (no doubt) into 
ſome place where wiſdome and religion uſe to mect and 
walk. There he cauſed them to lay their hands upon the 
Altar of that geddeſle, preſling them both to promi'e and 
{ear that they would do as he ſhould enjoyn themyfor che 
attainment ofpeace : Now having them both thus bound 
by ſolemn and (ſacred oath ; I determine (quoth bee) that 
neither of you depart this Temple, till you have reconciled 
your f{elves,and ended all quarrels between you. 

I wiſh I had all this Pariih, nay all this Realm,&c. if poſ- 
ſible, upon the lame advantage, under oath, at this Altar of 
the true God, in this Temple where Chrilt ſet forth the 
{lacrihce of himiclt; where mercy and truth are met toge* 
ther ; whither wiſdome, faith, hope, charity ; all vertues 
both morall and divine,cither door ought to reſort. 

Then ſhould this houre be the time that ſhould not bee 
let lip; this Church the place out of which no froward, 
malicious, or covetous oppreſſor, no Zachexs ſhould de- 
part till he had reſolved to reſtore, to right them that hee 
had made to ſuffer wrong : Nor ſhould any {cornefull He- 
ret1que,any proud Secary, any envious Scribe or brawling 

Phariſee quit this room, till he were lo far humbled, as to 
reſolve to agree with the Orthodox, and for ever hereafter 
to live together in love like Chriltians, like brethren in u- 
nity ; were this in my power, there ſhould none depart 
this room, till /obs friends (that cenſured him) till /acobs 
guilty ſons, had confeſled their faults, and /ob and /oſeph 
their wronged friend, and brother,had not only imbraced, 
but wept over them, But 
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But we can but adviſe, wiſh or pray ; tis God alone (in 
whole hands are all mens hearts) that muſt mollifie and 
ſoften them ; that is only able to bring this great worke to 
paſſe, which we muſt deleech him in his own tim? (ſud- 
denly if he pleaſe) to effeR, for his owne glory and our 

ood ; for our particular peace, for the peace of the Land; 
but eſpecially for that peace ſake that paſſeth all underſtan- 
ding, that we may be capable, fit to receive thoſe things 
here that confer heaven, that will make us partakers of 
that eternall peace and happineſle in the lite to come, 
which grant Lord for thy Son Chriſt ] eſus ſake, to whom, 


&Cc. 
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If any man among you ſeem to be religious, and brideleth not 
his tongue,but deceiveth us own heart, this mans religi= 
on is Vain, James 1. 26, : 

T ſaid 1 will take heed unto my wajes, that I offend not with 
my tongue, Plalme 39.1, 


Mr Ro: 
Doubt not but you remember that of the Prophet, Can 
the Blackmore change his tkin,or the Leopard his ſpots? 
0 more can yee do well, that are accuftomed to do evill, 
I am ſorry to (ee this verified in you, you have fo uſed 
your ſelfe to abuſe me, that you cannot abſtajn,though you 
have no colour for it + Hath it not been enough for you to 
oppreſſe me allthis time of war; (without any perfe&re- 
medy to this day) bat _ mult ſlaſh mee (till with that 
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inarpe raſer, aſlanderoustongue ? thisis hard meaſureto 
your Miniſter : For whom (as you once truly acknowleds 
ged under yaur hand) tis your duty to pray. With what 
face then could you broach fo notorious an untruth as this? 
that | ſhould write Letters to Sir Ka. to move him to dil- 
piace you, (to the.undoing of your wife and children) and 
ſay you are ſure of it, and can prove it, my innocency aſ- 
tures me of your impudencyin it; I amo {ure of the con» 
trary, that if you can honeltly and fairely prove it , (I (hall 
asSxe no favour) take me and whip me for it, 

Nay, 1 dare be boldto ſay , you know you ſlander me, 
which makes the crime the more heinous. You have (1 
hear) had of late fome diſplealing meſluages from France, 
and [ dare (ay you know the cauſe, and cannot but {ee that 
I have no finger 1n it. This report of yours raiſed of me is 
your meer,malice, and other baſe ends, 

I know Sir Ralph ſo jul, that he will not diſplace you at 
the 1importunity of any ; unleflc he{ee (ome misbehaviour 
of your owne, whatever tis I am ignorant. But it ſeemes 
you thinke it more for your credit, to lay the fault on mee, 
than (where indeed it is) upon your ſelfe, (if any; ) for you 
think this will not only make for your honour, but (if you 
can make the ſlander (tick with all your daubing) for my 
diſgrace, whoſe ruine you have ever ſought withas much 
eagernefle as your own riſe. By this falſe report(I beleeve) 
you hoped to make my miniſtery deſpiſed,by ſome of more 
credit than your ſelfe, which you thought might connte- 
nance your own ill behaviour that way,(if it took) whoot 
late, have been ever ſnarling at my teaching, and would 
faine vite, if you knew where to faſten. This unmanly, un- 
chriſtian behaviour of yours, made me call to minde that 
ſaying of Paul to Elimas the Sorcerer, who (trived to 
draw Sarg:us Paulus the Deputy, (that deſired to heare 
Paul and Barnaba) from that truth which they had, or 
might bave planted in him : This was an ill othce done of 
Elamas; theretore Pas! (filled with the Holy Ghoſt Jlet his 
eyes upon him, and ſaid (what I could not chuſe but think 
af now) O ful, of ſubtlety, and all miſchrefe, thou child g 

the 
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the Devil, thos enemy of all righteouſneſſe, wilt thou not | 
ceaſe to pervert the right wares of the Lord? Att.1, 10, 
Your ſlander brought this and one thing more to my mind, 
as that in the 5 2. Pſalm, thy tongue deviſeth miſchiefe like 
a ſharpe raſer cutting deceitfully, thou loveſt evill more then 
go0d,and lying more thento ſpeak, righteonſneſſe, thou loveſt 
all devouring words,O thou deceuful tongue, Pſa,52.2,3,4, 

You made me think upon theſe things, and tear that you 
were troubled with the hot diſeaſe of that tongue, which 
St Tames (aies (ets on fire the whole courle of nature,it ſelf 
being ſet on fire of hell, Truly Mr R. I pitty your foul more 
then my ſelf, l can bear this better now,then you can here- 
after anſwer for it : I would be glad to be in{trumentall in 
the cure of this old diſeaſe of yours, Let me adviſe you, 
waſh your mouth with tears of repentance,that the reme- 
dy may be pretent ; leſt God uſe that tongue-falve upon 
you, which he preſcribed to Doeg , (which is more pier- 
cing) and tis this, God ſball likewiſe deſtroy thee for ever, he 
ſhall take thee away,and pluck thee ont of thy dwelling place, 
and root thee ont of the land of the living, (a charme tor an 
evilltongue worth your reading, P/al.52.5.) Mr R, if you 
confefſe not that you have wronged me in this report, 1 
ſhall make a more publike buſinefle of it ; my name is my 
life, I cannot fit ſtill, and give a ſneaking coward kave to 
cut my throat, which dares not looke me in the face when 
he does it ; one that had been a man indeed, would firſt 
have told mee of it, and ſeen what an{wer I could have 
made for my ſelf, before he had defamed me. 

Letters I have writ (I confelſe) about your injuſtice in 
tax,tithesand quarter,(when you began to misinform your 
Maſter.) 1 hid them not, you ſhall ſcethem when you 
pleaſe, and youahall find they touched you but in relation 
to that bufineſſe, and you know produced no other effec, 
but a charge to you from yeur Maſ#-r to be jult; (in which 
you haye not yet obeyed bim :)) But you know that is net 
the quarrell now, of which there hath not deen a word be- 
tween him and,me ſince your voyage into France,nor have 


we ſo much as named you fince between us. It may bee 
your 
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your conſcience tels yon, (your carriage in that buſineſſe 
being the oppreſſion of ſome poorer than my ſelf.) It may 
be your conicience tels you, that you have done enough to 
make God requite you in your kinde ; hence now your 
jealouſic of me - but though 1 can quit my (elf of revenge, 
yet I would wiſh you to look up to heaven, (that higher 
hand than mine it may be Jwonld not forgive you, but whip 
you, that you might repent, and take heed hereafter, how 
you jolile againſt innocency. ; 

VV hen the braſen pot may not {wim quietly in the ſame 
ſtream, but the eatthen will be quarrelling ; if the earthen 
fall to pieces inthe encounter, the fault is its owne, that 
would venter a broad fide, againſt more bard and appro- 
ved metall, that was better able to bear a knock ; no po- 
licy like honeſty : that braſen wall that at laſt brings all to 
ruine that wreſtles with it. 

I wonder when you will take part with kim thatis in 
the right ? I hear you ſhould ſay tis not in my power to 
wrong Kee. Did you ever know I went about te wrong 
him ? No, but I mult tell you this, if he leave not his pra- 
ting, (when he hath ſped fo well for his ill behaviour, ) I 
may yet doe him more right than ever, and doe you ſtand 
by him againſt it if you dare. Indeed Mr Re. I am afraid 
your malice toward me, will make you mad at laſt ; for 
methinks by theſe carriages of yours, youare already none 
of the wiſeſt : tor however you vapor among your honeſt 
companions,{uch as 7 ho, Ree. and his wife,and a very few 
more of the ſame cut - Yet if this buſineſſe come before the 
Judicious, this (like all your other quarrels with me) will 
end at laſt in your own ſhame, and I hope in your ſorrow 
too ; I meanc in your penitentiall ſorrow, char ſorrow nor 


70 be ſorrowed for, (as the Scripture ipeaRs}) which (hall be 


ſtill hoped, and prayed for by, 
Towr fill abuſed 
Auguſt, 24, Adin;fter, 
1650, Joun AR1%. : 
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